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'jWie qwtioti of leadership is one
which Iihk perhaps taken up tnucb
.titueaud sp'ie among press men as
'auvoBesuljct discussed by them.
its iinpoitMBce and popularity
(have giiw out of the mysteries
surrounding il as either its feasi-

bility w iin.ioitauce. The question
involves a frw definitions and
?ome vboh'wuie history. It in-

volves some i uterrogatories. What
is leaclevslHpr In its broad sense
it is uioralU lie fact of lead iig, a
process wind may or may not be
based in nht or ability. In the
mse in winch the colored people
would construe a leader, it is tar

mion. Lt'adeihhip from a colored
imaij island point means that there
miust be 3f, a principle, 2nd, a
jjiolicy Mini 3id, a iollowmg. As
iregards principle the leader must
entertain a lull and perfect concep
ition of the 1

! to which the Ke-gr- o

is enti:icl. He must be ac
giiaiuKMl with the many sides oi
ouriMihtical edifice. He must kaow
its vulnerable points and must
iknow the letter of the law as it re-

lates U) such principles. His poll-a- y

mujit id the Gist place be suuud.
UtiutiNt involve the interest of the
whole cUss as against those of a
.minority. It must be representat-
ive in its character and the ein-ibodyme- nt

of the popular will. He
must have a following, a real live
legitimate following composing
the majority of the people. This
following must represent a common
idea upon which a clsss can unite.
The question of leadership is a
broad ne. Where does it begin
and where end? Does it involve
the political or the moral or the
educatioual ? Or does it take in
everything? If this something
means everything are these somet-
hings unpresentable? Besides the
relative position of the leader must
be considered. Where must he re-Bid- e?

North, South, East or West?
From wh.it kind of a district must
he hail? Must he be wealthy or
poor? Must he be a man of the
schools or must he be self-made- ?

Must he be a democrat, republican
or independent? Must he be an
oilics seeker or a holder of otiice?
Must he be a lawy er or doctor or
diviner Or must he be a plaiu me
chauie, or must he be a business
man"' Assuming what this leadei
ought to be. the question arises
ean such a leader be produced?
Are we in need of a leader, assum-
ing that he can be found? This
vail uV eouise lead to a questiou of
benehls and titm y.mv naturally as
to whether have ever had a
JcauVioriiavcwe o,e now? Did
he have a cousiituvm- - ? If so how
did he gei it and to what extent
uii he prove a beuelit to said con-
stituency li he did not prove a
Oenetit uln? if he did, to what
extent. Ami assuming that we had
alcadei, vire is he now? What
uas he fy,.,M1 doing during these
Past fom dark and glooiny years?

his he held office during that pe-"p- d,

oi htis he been log-rollin- g for
uiDisell dunng that time in order
t0 get h: ii i.sell in shape in case of
wpubluMi, asceudency?

ihis Li ader constitution-
al question ias ne mooted, what se-
ries ei iu t rages has he opposed?
Jwat nun or set of men m;s ue as.

ami u what extent has he
mh ,Jls fulelity l0 bis raco or
oiioi;!f as against a white man

or set in iU,.u banded against him.
JJa8nfapiMMhMl to the people ou
wesu! ,,., l)f cooperation? Has
!j -d- i-d the inalienable right

ocumotum against which some
tin's, t.HMn sutes uave ie ,

Ql.Uv ' -- I'l'icu to tuu pup- -

tliA 1 oouseience touching
,s and l)rofeCr,P- -

tion s . ii characterize public
Ml,. ,. coiiveyances and pub- -

v " 110t Prl)0seto at UiI-- i Hi answer to these m- -

Jj
qU. s 1 -- imply desire to express
aleaV1""11 !l'Ht we Ilave never had
reii "' :i,e Vvolw sense, that
l04,l,,atilii6tiiMe and that

De' 1' lUe,(-- i 1 no need of
inLV, uhip as defined and
bers .

:,1'un .v wan.x of the inein-Ws- (
' pi'8s- - Tiue behave

seiv,
S "l' meu 'v ho have doue

aceMi i31!1116 uPbuiWinfl of the
flnr,. lu) are ow assiduously
L"'men Ul.Jll.i
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si:ime course but
.

these
Bbm uu intensions to leader-lupjwyreth- ey

leaders by vir- -

fc"Kht. acre there have been

these preteuions are cases in
which there was no claim to ihe
title but a cold unwarrantable as-
sumption based in self-conce- it and
prosecuted in sinister motives.

The idea of self constituted lead-
ership is one which seems to be
taking a most dangerous hold on
the minds of some of cur pronii-ueuf- c

colored men. They seem to
be spurting about iu a- - most figity
manner uow at this and then at
that attempt at political diploma-
cy. Today they are on the ros-tro- m

in defense of those high prin-
ciples which lie at the bottom of
the republican party, civil and po-

litical equality of rights tomorrow
they assume a middle ground and
the next day they contend that it
is the duty of the colored people
to ignore both their former po-

sitions and to adopt one which is
antagonistic to them; to become a
balance of power a corporate
body to be bought and sold, pliable
to the fluctuations commou to all
marketable commodities. And it
positive alliance become necessary
they would have the negro join the
democratic party, that historic en-

emy of liberty and good govern-
ment, audio abide our t:me among
them. They have been drifting be-

tween tod.ism and independence
without any apparent aim or end
except their own personal aggran-
dizement. They were forgetful of
the fact that the colored man has
a history unwritten though it be
upon which to claim equal and ex-

act justice; that it became neces-
sary to repeat some portions of it
in order that the whites may know
that it is not forgotten by us ; that
the negro has for centuries bourn
the heat and burden of the day;
been toiling iucessautly and with-
out compensation to furnish proofs
otthe stability of the American
institution ; that they have by their
labor caused the South to bloom
with the rich products of husban-
dry, and the North to ring with
the noisy hum of prosperity ; that
in ali the wars in which this coun-
try has been engaged, the colored
man was found battling for au in-

dependence which he did not feel
and for the security of liberties
which were denied him ; that the
colored man has always been true
to his tasks a life ot self sacrifice
and devotion to friends and du-

ty.
This class of some individuals

are constantly insisting upon their
greatness when thev do not possess
even the elements calculated to
form tup basis of ordinary mau-boo- d.

These would-b- e great peo-

ple are constantly in the way.
When those who possess proper
elements are marching forward
unostentatiously and attacking the
strongholds of error, these wGnld-b- e

great people are tugging at
their heals iu order that they may
also appear great, or are snapping
and growling and snarling because
they cannot take the lead. If a
convention is to meet and they are
not named among the great lights,
there to display their whiskers,
their grey hair, bald heads or long
ears, these pigmias set up a howl
aud make the air lurid with de-
nunciations and promiscuous sul-
phurous vaporings. They fairly
froth at the mouth and declare
that the world is all upside down
and themselves alone on top in-

stead of the bottom. This class
are brawl-breader- s and sore-head- s

and can be of no permanent good
to the race. This question of lead-
ership is purely a question as to
position in line. If the truly great
are now in the rear, it wont be loug
before they will bs called to the
front. The brave private will al-

ways supercede the cowardly cap
taiu if he will only wait long
enough to give the captain time to
show his inability aud the deed
will justify the theme thatin union
there is strength and in dessention
there cau be nothing but retrogres
sion, broken vows or broken bones.
The causes of our present position
are well known. The means cal-

culated to modify or elevate that
conditiou are not obscure or oceult
that a phenomenal personage is
necessary to delve into the hidden
mysteries of development. The
remedy is plaiu aud the only ques-i- s

will wc appreciate aud act
accordingly? For upwards of two
hundred years the colored people
have been made the objects of the
most bitter hatred aud tyranny.
No task was too laborious, no ten-
dency was too humiliating for the
slave. A life of unequaled toil lay
before him, a past black with the
shameless atrocities of a hard and
wicked master. Everything essen-

tial to the make up M' a proper

manhood or womanhood was denied
the slave, and. the influence which
conspire to destroy individuality
were fostered by the whites then
besent with their awful consequen-
ces among them. Whether the
last traces of African individuality
was destroyed in the vortex of con-

spiring tendencies it is difficult to
say. Surely when the Negro
emerged from slavery he brought
but little sin in common save the
stripes of brutality together with
ignorance aud poverty. Such a
conditiou was the logical conse-
quence ot slavery a life of intense
misery and deprivation; a standing
monument to the cupidity aud ty-
rannical spirit of past times. To
day we are in a condition to appre-
ciate the forces which have operat-
ed against the liberty and equality
of our people. By the few lessous
we have learned while in the en-

joyment of a new estate, we can
form some conception of the possi-
bilities which lie before us and the
only means by which they may be
realized.

We occupy a peculiar place in
the busy Americpn body politic. We
are included in the basis of
representation ; we are taxed
aud made to conform to all the
rules and regulations governing
society, but wTe have no real rep
reseutative force and practicaUy
nothing to say with regard to tax
ation. Our votes are not counted
aud our lives aud property are sub-
ject to the fiendish caprice of law-

lessness and crime. The prejudice
which operate against us are fed
by a vicious sentiment which fav-
ors nou interference with state sov-

ereignty even when the assertion of
such presumed sovereignty over-
rides the power and authority of
the federal government--- a senti-
ment which permits state authority
to interfere in federal as well as iu
state elections. The rjropagaliu of
this sentiment has been the result
of the iuadaquacy of the adminis-
trative policies of presidents. They
have been too cowardly, too pon-
dering aud regardless of the rights
and liberties of the people as a
whole.

The disposition on the part of
the whites of the north to absolute-
ly ignore the national and consti-
tutional rights of the colored peo-

ple in that section is producing an
alarming effect upon the people
throughout the north. The ab-

sence of republican forms of gov-
ernment in those states where the
colored people are in the majority
is stimulating inquiry into the
causes which have brought it about.
At the north a conditiou of things
cauuot be readily corceived under
which a state may exist intact
while violating the essential prin-
ciples upon which a state should
act. There, obedience to the pop-

ular will results as a matter of
course from the very theme of gov-
ernment, the wisdom of which is
cou firmed by practice and endorsed
by the most enlightened states.
Under it the states at the north
have grown and prospered, law
reigns aud peace is queen ; the dig-
nity ot labor is conceded aud the
component parts of the body pol-
itic are kept in motion and har-
mony by a fixed sentiment in favor
of the will ot the majority. At
the south it is different. The gov
eminent of the state rests upon the j

the theory that the majority of a j

certain class of citizens constitutes
the popular will. Now, instead of
insisting upon some mysterious
leadership, some unaccountable
panacea for the evils which we now
suffer, why not look at the history
of the development of peoples and
i'lom examples of progress aud
meaus advancement found there
select the means of our own devel-opmeut- ?

Why expect any one mau or set
of meu to point out the way when
that way is open to the intelligent
of our people and open the history
of humau progress? In this light
I regard the propriety of turning
our attention to industrial pursuits
cauuot be over estimated. It is
the absence of wealth, the want of
acquaintance with the diversified
industries or this country, our fail-

ure to appreciate the true relations
of capital to labor aud our inability
to cope successfully with our white
brothers in skilled labor which is
one of the secrets of our failure to
secure full social ami pelitical rec-
ognition. The ballot of the freed-ma- u

is excepted to not because it
is not the legitimate incident to
citizenship it is the very charac-
teristic of citizenship but cecause
it does not represent a sufficient
property of material interest to
command lespect. And whether

this exception to our suffrage is)
right or not, or even expedient is
not a question with us iuasmuch
as it is the disposition, of the domi-
nant race to insist that our suffrage
shall represent some permanent
aud common interest. The theory
and practise of taxation without
representation is wrong in priuciple
and should not be tolorated, but
the theory of representation with-
out the subject of taxation might
he eqnallyobjectionable. Disguise
it as we may the fact remains that
we may not hope to be recognized
as equals in the vast and busy
American body politic until we ac-
cumulate wealth or at least evince
that interest in the material de-
velopment of our people and a
warm solicitude for the adoption
of such, mediums as through which
labor may secure happiness and
prosperity.

It is the duty of the colored
people to turn their attention to-

ward material development, to let
politics be the incedent to aud not
the object of their citizenship aud
when called upon to exercise their
suffrage to do so with special refer-erenc- e

to sound moral principles
and ou the side of material advance-
ment. Of course this involves
popular education as a means of
apprec ation and prosecuting
schemes and systems by which the
accummulatiou of wealth is made
possible. It also involves whole-
some cooperation as a means of
welding individual powers into
one grand and profitable force.
This questiou of material prosperi-
ty also iuvolve the sources of waste
question relating to to the bung-hol- e

and --the spigot. It involves
temperance which is now becoming
a matter ot double importance.
Hitherto the question has assumed
no greater importance than to call
forth sentimental ebullition. The
object to the consumption of liquor
has been laid in moral considera-
tions merely and has been urged
by moralists and divines. But to
l)e fully considered this questiou
must address itself to the economi-
cal interest of men as well as to
considerations of mere morality. It
must be made perfectly plain that
the consumption of liquor will in-

crease the taxes and endanger the
material prosperity of the people.
Iu short it must be considered with
reference to the economic policy of
the couutry. The expense of intem-
perance, as well as its horrors are
Deing felt and the pauperization of
our working classes and the crime
and miser3T which are its natural
consequences ; are warnings which
the press cannot pass nuheeded.

Our condition demands not
so much a leader as it does a
more wide spread manifestation
of moral heroism and physical
courrge. It demands that a man-
ly defense be made against the
encroachments of unauthorized
power, greed and vice. It de-

mands that when our homes are
invaded the shot gun shall be
the direct resort in then protec-
tion; when our rights are invad-
ed the navy-si-x shall play as im-
portant part in their just arbitra-
ment as it does in their denial;
that when our property is de-

stroyed that the torch of retalia-
tion shall be lighted and applied
until, devastation, destruction,
blood, tears, misery and starva-
tion shall teach our white op-

pressors that the colored man
whose heaven erected face the
smiles of love adorn can and will
fight and die as will a submit
and suffer and is being taught to
assert Ins rights by the deriful
instruments of revenge. Our
condition suggests the further
adherence to the republican par-
ty as alever toward our elevation.
The colored man finds the repub
lican party still holding out its
arms to embrace him. as a man
and a brother. Its principles and
its practices proclaim and exe-
cute in so far as it is possible,
the theory of the equality of
citizenship. It builds our school
houses, it stimulales in us a de-

sire to develop all the noble in-

stincts of our nature. Where-eve- r

it maintains power, the col-
ored man is protected against
insult in a moral sense as well as
against the encroachments which
his enemies are endeavoring to
practice in ajjolitical way. That
partv favors the-puiiftcatio- nof

politics, a reform of the civil ser-
vice, a system of protection to
American industries and Amer-
ican labor. It declares opposi-
tion to Bourbonism and its nefa-
rious practices for the defeat of
honest elections. It is opposed
to jMormonism the foulest social

(Continued on 2nd Page.)
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BOSTON SHOE IHOUSE;
"

9 12 SEVENTH STREET NORTHWEST.

)

Ladies 4 Best Dongola Button Handsewed Common Sena or
Opera Toe. now go at S3.15

J. and T. Cousins' be3t quality Dongola, Opera, or Common Sobs
also Patent Leather TipB formerly sold at $4 now go at $8.25.

Our own make Ladies Best Quality Dongola Button, all Bhape,
always 4.50 Shoe, now go at $3.50.

STRICTLY ELAJVD-IMCLDS- :.
'

-

Ladies' Best Quality HandMade Shoes, in Opera aud Common
Sense, heavy or Light weight soleB, always 1, now closing them out
at $2.98. All shapes, sizes &c,

Ladies' French Tanned Dongola, in Common Sense and Opera Toes,
always $3.25, now go at $2.50.

J. and T. Cousiu's Make, Best Quality $3 Shoe, now go at $2.25. !AAl

shapes.
Same make. J. and T. Cousin's Spring heels. 1J (Misses), now fgo

at $1.75 ; elsewheie at$2.25.
Our $2.50 , $2 , and 1.50 Shoes are reduced 26 per cent.

0& OEOTLBHCHPS BSPAETMEH.T
Is too numerous to mention, but prices are way down, About 500, pairs

of Gent's Fine Shoes, od ds and ends, at half value.
Be Sure and Call Erly.

BOSTON SHOE HOUSE
H. GOLDSTEIN, Proprietor,

912 SEVENTH STREET, N. W., BET. I & oTrf.

SKBMT-BIxx- e SlipperOTer TJxe Door
Money refunded to dissatisfied purchasers.
Remember our TRUNK DEPARTMENT is filled with all styles -- V)f

Trunks, suitable for all, at less prices than any.

House Keepers Attention !

BACHSCHMIB JJJB MYEES
Now Emporium of Honse Furnishing

FURNITUKE, CARPETS, OIL CLOTHS, STOVES, RANGES
BEDDING-- , &c. Goods sold on the Credit System.

8-1-
007 7a Street and 657 N. Y. Ave., n. w.

HEADQUART ERS
FOK LADIES WEAR;

O

"READY MADE DRESSES P For ladies and children. Wrappibs
Cloaks and Underwear. Or any garmeut made to order on one

days notice. For style and fit we are supreme and wecannot
be undersold. In our Dry Goods, Hosiery, Gents Un-

derwear, etc.. we guarantee a save of 25 percent.
re Want Yoirr Trade."

And we guarantee satisfaction. All we ask of you is to call as we feel a
pnde to show our goods and consider it no trouble. Remember Ihe
place and number.

BJEanii.feLetTi.rjiig' Estatolllimeiif,
918 7th St., n. w. HERZOGS OLD STAND.
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